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THEI CENTLEST. ART Tntroductory issue DECHOUR 1940. |

Tmanating from Idlewlld, Fountainhall Road, Aberdeen, under the guidance of Douglas
Webster: beino a contribution to the lfichael Rosenblum mailing. :
R SR SelaraN e  cad om oy g d oS0 1 RL) 6 WE TRGE WS TN egep st SRS
EDITORTAL HARANGUEL, onitted, I hope, in fubure. The Gentlest Art would, naturally, refer
to Totiors in menoral, % without letters thers can bo no Gentlest Art.,  Whercfore, let
| cveryone disagree. vehembntly with something he sces in this shect, % the address is as
above: or if some construciive nerson were to foel lile sterting a new argument, airing a
particular pecve, problem, dislike or grudae, his should be included in the periodic
Tetter 1o "Idlewild’. . As-Julian Parr suzgests, anything as long (but not necossarily asn
_ fomal) as an article ~ or a thesis - would be wolcome. A deseription in the sweetest
f" orose or wost passioned wverse of...say, how ono nuts the cat out at nichi,..or has pro-
|
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phetic frcams 2 la Pume..,would come wder the headdns of Interest to mo, % might de fun.
inything goes, you understand: a slogan indly supwlied by one Medhurst being=---Fans
: Flourish on Felme (that's Flamec) and Fury.
Thenks are due to Julian Parr for going to the troubld to provide Anton Ragatzy's problen;
5 to these two, DRASmith 2 R@edhurst for offering to hel» in future, To 1fichael Roson=~
blun in particular, for what the Burke feelingly calls "the timo, swoat & enoxrgy! spoent
in duolicating such trivia as fammazzery. L, _
T4 would be vain to point out that tho prosent stencilling is (will bo) bad, for I'vc
never out a siencil in my life bofore (besidos, I managoed to stave & couple of fingors
wvogterdar - those Gordon Highlanders are such rough playexrs),* * " Please, gontlome:n,
et there bs argifying a-plenty.
P start off, one knovm %o noac of you~-a Profossor hore who shall be nameless, When
astod to contribuie to a fund o bring well-known locturcrs to Abordeca, the two named
being - note - Drs, Olaf Stamledon % Hugh Nicol, says he:-
SO y " "Bug I am not ponvinoed.thed
1t is the province of tho A.T,8. L. fAbordecn Univ, Seiontific Assooiatior?' to invito leot-
vrerz on social-political subjects, and I fool loso dosira to oncourage such action whon
T notice that the lectuvers who arc anparently most in favowr arc men drawm from what is .
sonerally Ymown &8 the loft wing of politios. 9
Prcss comments on thic vicw {onc of two of which follow) wexe mo mild that I fear
T Aid wrons in writing the poor man o couple of pagos arowyl the sub] ect.
QUOTH JGAC: 1T st noeds pass no rumarks, derogatory or othervriro, anont Frof, Ilancloss
(Ti've always wanted to ugo that word anont, x I've probably used it wrong now)./: Shadog of
Ted Carnell!/ Mo - he gavo mo a guarded but entircly satislfactory tostimonial, so he
must remain the desr old wal ho's alweys been, viver or no wviper.,  But he shouldn't say
| 4 rudo things about ihc dear old Ausa - nay, nay, ! :
' AND DRY: "I dcduee from your loktor that ho is a man of pronouncec. political views, N
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® AP A '...And every timo we sit listening to the blightor, & Caxdno $ I tako turns at
| w ‘puessing from his toxi~bool: in front ‘of us vhat vreolso words he's golng to uso next, I
think 'Tom and your lcftist locturers..!'" .,
The following cxirsats arc rather smusing % might be said to bo sssontially hiuman,
FROIL DAV HCIDWATI: "Ry &ho woy; I did not pass wp your RLF.emikono. I mailed him the
saoond issuc of GG plus a ‘dclishtful leter, carcfully plemncd % worded so as to make him
dive dmmediately for his dhoquo booli, anG tolograph me a life_subsoription to Gerge."
/Tis written under the stairs, during an alr-raid in Ooto‘bc;rZ

. FROM RABLACKTAY of the R 4. =-"T roceived tho copy of Gy, thanks a lot, only yoster-
day. ~1t's been lying in K,Q. sinec lcave % it wos only two days ago I was infommed.
Yestcrday I wended my woayy woy to aforcmentioned plase % after twe hours or so qudstion~

‘ ing {perfect yank style), simning of papers % oroving I was mysolf - although I had begun

, to wonder if I was - I was handed a large envelope & told frankly %o beat it & not wvastc

| the staff's time. I supnose thoy moent $ime in which thoy playud cards - flirted with

| the TAAFTs, * % * By the way, thc very witty following letiocr wos onslosed:-



Dear Sir

,Dougg. Wobster has asked me to scnd you a sample oopy of Gargoyle, which imfamous
publication is what is Jmown as 'S, fan-magazinc'. I sugpecet ultcrior motives but
cannot say amny more. Perhaps he is trying to make a fan out of you, wicked fellow,
Don't let him, hang on to your sanity, like myia cooth. I apologisc in advance for the
poorish heetographing, but the reguost cemc in rather lote wien all the.most legible
copics had becn mailed, I hope you had no difficulty in reading it,

ith best wishes, Sineccirely yours, David ilellwain, "

AITTOL RAGANZY comes out with a nroblom for scicntific deteetives: "The following is a
collcetion of wclovant Tacts, from which you arc vequested to meke o feasible theory. The
writer offcrs you his own theory next month,™ * * ", walves arc more rumerous in the
veing of the lowexr liwmbs, those in the aras sta.nc. next in point of mmbers, vhile therc
are Jow vcﬂ ves in the vc.:Lns of internal orspns..’ ' (Blacl:'s Medical Dictionary, p.SO'?)
is statcmont gives no roason Tor the differcncc in the charccter of the veins of the

limbs,of the internal oraans with regard to the frequenoy of valves within tham. Your
problim is to Tind the commlote reason for this waexplaincd fact, To do this, onc must

first know what valves arc, Ibid, ».307, we find the following:- *,..uost veins arc
nrovided with valves similar in structure to the...valveos of tho hecert, % consisting
cach of two scgments or pouchas, which lic {lat azainst the wall of tho wein as the
blood vasses in the proper dircetion, or meet % close tho passage whonowey the blooed
szendes to flow baclwards,,." 'I‘hc roason for this tondoney is siven in Dont's lcdical
Dictionary, 7,590, as followsi~ ",,.bhut whon tho dircetion of the flow 1s against
aravity, as in the limbs, 3% is obvious thet tho proscnce nf valves is adventavcous..."
Mrevity resists the Dlow of blood upwards, J: the velvos within the voins are for the
purcosc of compengating this resistance.  4s the amus % legs are usuelly crcet, & so
within thom the blood {lows vertically wp the veins, the sreat number of valvea contain-
cd in tho veins is Justificd.,  But the abdomen % tho-"x arc also creet, and the blood
bolow the hoart also flows uovards, Tho voias in this soction of the 'bcdy ghould alpeo
have” valyes to opwosc tho offocts of rxsvity in the samo way oo the valves in tho limb-
vcinz, * * ¥ Before trying to cxo'lain this stren:ie quostion, onu must have dofinite
tmowlednse as to which veins in tho trunlke have, » which volag have not, vnlvee, Tho
following cxivact comcs Srom the Illustrated Fomily Doctor, ».604i~ ¥, ,,thc voins of
the.,.limbg arc socciall well provided with valves, but the spinal oord voinsg, tho
bronches of the nortal wein, and the brain veins, have no valves at all,,." uhe nortal
voin, accoxding %o Dlac:'s ledical Dietionary, »,30::= ", ,bugins in the,..lower cnd
of the rectum > fiow this poiat,..into an inferier nesonturic vein upon the left &
superior nosentoric vein veon the right aide...''he lattor.i.sinks into tho livcr...
(p.453) 1= .. ACtor tho blood has circulated.,.it is cmpticd iabe tho vene cava throush
the henatic veins...(n.711)i=",.,this opens into the heart,.." * * * The weins leading
from the brain to the heart will net need valves, as gravity favours tho blood's flow
domwards, With rcrard to the wvoins of tho spinel aord, all volae above tho heart
will need no valves, ™ actuelly havs nonc, but the ones lcading wp to tho heart do ncoed
valvcs, but do not have thom. * ™ * 'he wosition is now:- (l)a' Voins of tho head,
nook & showlders, and of the spinal cord above the heart, do not ncod valvos bocausc of
the dowmrard {low of blood to the heart,  Thoy havo nang. bt Volns of tho amms &
lc~s noed valves becouse of the usword flow of the blood contained in thom, it bheing
against gravity., ‘Thoy have ‘wg::_aj.‘v.c.s.. (2)a: Voins of the spinal cord bolow tho hoart
noed walves becausc of the resistance ceusod by gravity's influonce.,  Thoy hawve none.
h: Veins of the wortal system % othor voins of the £k nocd valvos, as tho flow of
blood within them is upwards, ey have nono, * * * Tho first two statemonts exc very
roasonable, but the two latter arce obvionsly unrcasonable, Soe il you can cxplain thia,™
v« And if Harry Xay or some other ambiyo modicinu-man has nothlng to say for himself,
n this resncct, ca irmeddete vote of conswre will be passed on hiin (thom).

i
8,J. Cexmell, (ll.u. 0):  "Sirenge that you should have the ifca that LeGmnn was Cempbell.
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FYavo Dol conwincod about &b cvor sinco JohgeM suddenly dropved tho Solar Systum sordies.
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iy rcasoning was this: at the 17th. article "Atomic Generator (Iov,1837), JWC had not

then oxhausted the serics. Ho was Just tappning his favoritsc thome, atomic DOvTeY,

(icCamn has carvicd that theme on with "Imition Point', July 1955; "Storcd Powert, Dce,

'38; "Atomic Rin-astor®, jmrch '40; "ot DMMlmacnt®, T2y, % now "Shhhh! Don't lienfion

It!" Aumust. A1 dhosc »lus umatoen Jottors : simed t unsigaed 'fillers? by IicCain,

: cditorials by Camvebell/ arce on the atonic princinal, The only snog, "if 1% can be called

such, is that leCern's first article was in Junc 1037 whon when JHC was s4ill writing,

At that, T'a still convinccd thet they arc one and the samc. ...7%he two of us s 8Cparate-

1y, scem to have ontortained this idea for morc then o years now, 2 though I've necver

seen any other mention of 1t woe can hardly be the onl ones, sincc it's so obviously

truc. 0f coursc, "Stress~fMuidt in Junc '07 weos under HeCam's nanc boeouse JUC alrcady ~
= had an articlc & a Stuzrt story in the samc jssuc. The old, old gucstion of nscudonyms, .

DRSO, cowing to his scuscs afior writiug the following, remar':s to his own amazoments

o ‘A that, it suddenly sooms %o me, will 4o/solace my conscicnec ‘/. ?/ with the thought
! that I have tried to nroducc somc armmentative asubjcet for wouw.! ,..To vif~—m
i "'T sing the song of the great clean muns, that belceh forth doath at will ;

Ah, but the wailing mothoers, the lifcless foms and still,!
{(Muoted in "orld's End" by Uoton Sinclair, Fcll worth rcading, by far his best novel
I think,) In thosc linecs is deaonsirated my theorctical attitude to warfarc » tho
attraction for tho "cold impassioncd beauty of a oreat machine" outweighing the pathos
of the sccond line.,  #hon liussolini made his widely-cuotcd crack that "dords are very
beantiful things, but bombs, acrowlancs, machinc-suns are morc heautiful gtill® he wo.s
vnconsciously siving voicc to an attitude which is onc of the most potont anti-peace
reasons of our mechanical civilization, the fascinotion %hat a nowerful machino holds for
moay of us, A fighting actonlanc, a destroyer, n battleship or a gun arc instancos of
the harncssing by men of cnormous naturel forecs, of cnslaving 4o their vill giants

fs which could destroy hirm with unimaminable casc. I have scon a rotating bar in a machine - |

' driven by perhaps {ive hovscpower mangie a bor!s anma without faltering in its rotation
until the flying hand of the operetor eut off the mower.  Whon there are forecs a thous-
and times greater bound vm in & fow tons of man=-shapod metal, commwlctel s obodicnt to tho
whinn of he controller, the man himgelf is intoxicated with a sensc of his own povior,

8 soberly, wiacorsciously intoxdecated, but the fooliag is there, And ap for tho slaughter
and shamblcs that is the »urpose of these machines, they arc reduced to puffls of msmokc
miles awey, or cven in infantry cagesiments $o the cossation of movoment of a anall
distent noving object, moticrs casily climinated from any disposition to dwoll on thom by
a training intended to climinafe the uffeets of personal viss % discomfort, Cowplc with
this the wrge of owery maii to be botter than his fellow, cven if it is at dumb cndurancc
of agony, and the prospect for.s universal pacifist outloo: and hatred of varfarc is

w skight," * * ¥ And vrefacing this - if a sublimely carcless mind nay wuim overything

R usrside~dowm - wo Tind:~ Y“In your romarks on your status as a conscicntious objoctor yon
scom to dwell on the bayonet-sticking aspcet of war, but I can hardly scc this as a
basic rcason, though I onec dmew a chap who fainted at the more montion of blood. /Boy!
He'd have curled wp in a hole & nasscd away if he'd sct cyes won the gore~bespattered
bunkz of f£lcsh that s DWehsticr alfser yestorday's match!,’ T Have little cnthusiamm for

| £0ld steel work mysclf &vén in theory, but the impersonal mochanioal perfeetion of moderii
wcapons scconas to me guite difrsront, ! cvessI don't 'mow if other minds, unusced as I
any to resisting besic imsulcsc, think of this as T do; bt it should male intercsting
controversy % I'm sorry, Smith, that' it's wmerescd so chonped-u» from the mill,

’ RICORs THE ° OIDIAL: “Ingidontally, I'm o non-swinger thousc davs, Find mysclf hyvwnot-
ised by the ~ccnius of 8ibclius, Chonin % Becthoven.,  Also Seriabin - whosc nusic.
posscsscs an alicn, bizarre, orchid-in-hothousc quslity that na'cs ry spine do things it
didn't ortcr, Swing is nrodominently tocehnical flashincss 2 cxtoemporiscd brilliance
superimrosed. upon & monotdnous 4-in-a-bar, It is duvnid of any moaning as far as I can |

* sec = anart from cortain scxual significences which onc con rale out with vsycho-analysis,

But it can be good fun. ™
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’ﬁia e of luek, a ce.rtam proud ppsscssor of an L.R.A... 2 sophisticated acquaintance !
~ of Dylen Thomas obligingly tears this bits ~ there's scrvige for you. Thus~-- o
"""vvx if I a-recd with gour fricnd’s opinion I would maintain that hc camnot cstablish it
* on svuch reasons as hc has giwen, Bricfly the usc of jazz is functional - it is good %o o
* dancc o % sing to, % I thing hc ought to hawve discovercd this. We use it to relax on ~
% 4% docs well to rclax on. There is no altcrnative in this casc except the tea-shop
smsic vou might hcar in Iyon’s Cormer Homsc.  And Heeven help him if be prefers that.
* % Joast of all doos jasz have teehmicol brilliance, Surcly his cars have lct him
dova badlv herc, - his imagination got woll out of hand. The only jaszz I have ovor
hoord with tochnieal brillianec was the Hot Club's playing in Pams. They mecorxd their
’ extexmorization ' thoy arc extromely finc artisis, But extremcly rarce too, Jazz
. docsn' t nced tcehnical brilliance fo justify its oxdstence, And its scxual signilicance
is In my nind a virtuc rathcer than o vice. Hac he cver thought of 2~ felt the sexual
sirmificance of Sciiabim, Chopin % the rest - : stranger still. - of Bach & Schubort,
A1l art is comiccted with this most strong of humen instincts & o condemn Jazz becausc
of its morc apnarcnt comacotion is talking the wind outd of his owm sails,  Bach cte, are
morc than scxual but tvhe fact that thoy arc - andl decply so - makes his condemnation on
that pround ubtcerly fatuous.” oeseeOVI=~=As swect an upncercut as I cver did sccl I
think Julian Parr will approciate it if I tale time off to laugh gently uw» my sloove; ek
who will join the fray? - thc Burke, perhaps? thc Smith, who wscd to be interestod :Ln
swing? or Urie the Hop, who, I'm told, rceently converted me bo swing?....
JEBURKE: "The sentimonts cxpresscd in the town today /' aftcr the ghastly dow had rained
from hoaven in L'pool's worst raid/arc much on the samc lincs es thosc on which you
comacnded - why (lon't yo do Ghis toe the Gormmans, ote.? I'm sict & fed up of my couantyy-
mon, % become morc % morc cortain that the British rscc is one of tbc most concoited &
docadont in the world. "
DRSMITH (that man again): "I fear I regard psycho-analysis as pu:clv & simply a matter |
.for for satirc", t
long-esmitod lotior ;‘rmlﬁ sms all tnnl.qwcoum*d-lh o lotior to bo, -ﬂr-1
- dcsp"ﬁc a lack of thc fashionablc oollt:.cal lampoonihes (that's asking for it! ) How to
. bc found - as cortain old fricnds down Hampshirce way might do woll te motc ~ at 70 Pond- d
fiold Road, Dagenham, issox, says Yorick choorfully:- o :
®  tThore's no place like Home' thoy gay, ‘*‘1
Fovr lOV"lj‘ is the bricks and naint! . ks
M - ‘Thexro's no place lile Home' thoy say; l
And Dammc, now there Ain't!
| .On October 8th,, 1940, at the carly  cven uncarthly hour of 1,40 a.m,, in the eoursc of |
} the usmal Gommen visitation upon London, a ruddy great product of Krypps, or our orstwhile ﬁ
Allicd pct, Skoda, landed too closc to the baclk of my houso/R.I.P,., which instantly .y
‘ x‘cglstcrcd its indimation at the disturbance by dronping its ccllings, lmocking out its .
vindows %, partly, framcs, lli‘tmg the doors from thelr customary attitude upon the hn.nqoz“
& door~frames to a morc or less rcoumbent posturc, and by acting the poltergeist in ]
‘, general with the moxrc mobile of the facmily s property. Sven the shelter was in a leusy S
. mood {or it batted myscll % canpanion in peril with its Timly fixcd door, The nct 1
\ result of this, admirably »o corded a la oommunlquo as an ‘'ineident', is the somewhat: 1
w
|
|

1

50

"!A‘?

i

homeless conddtion of yours truly % his vatcr & mater, big bruvver being in the kKiddlc
Bast (quito probably rnow lcarning the words that the Grocks have for cverything), arid the
dawg heving been clovated unto the ceninc Mirvans on the day of tho incident, it being

| impractical to trqet him with us fram pillar to post, Just whon we wuz ma'ting the shelter

' oomfortablc, too!!

| READERS' SECTION (given over to lettors from our nublic): E.g. Julisn Parr~-"Porsenally,

£ I still think a lcading artiels, if you can get ono, would be bottcr, cach issuc bheing

_divided into thxec portions = artiolc, camments upon last issucs's artiocle, and oxtracts
from lctiers, Say two pages for the first, & o vage cach for tho othor two,” And R, G

' chhurst--"Qu:.tc a sound schomo y &b you oan find your controversionists, So many o?l_ﬁfo -9
0ld bickorors who made the fanemags ring, likc Herry Kay, scom to have just disappe -’
off the facc of the oarth,® /Hc1l? If I werc an o,b. I should rcsont that mieily...?
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